
Farnsfield St Michael’s C of E Primary 
School

Phonics and Maths 
Information Evening

Tuesday 11th October 2022



Aims of the evening…

• Explain how we teach your child early 
reading skills (phonics) and early 
mathematic skills. 

• A chance to ask any questions about 
how we teach phonics and maths to 
your child. 

• A chance to explore materials and 
resources we use during teaching. 



Phonics



over 100 ways to spell those sounds

26 letters

Did You Know…?
The English language has:

It is one of the most complex languages to learn to read and spell.

44 sounds



The Jargon – A Quick Guide
phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing 
awareness of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those 
sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a 
phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, 
‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. 
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



What Is Phonics?

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and use the 
sounds within words.

Learners are also taught the correspondence between sounds and the 
graphemes (spelling patterns) that represent them.

Phonics is currently the main way in which children in British primary schools 
are taught to read in their earliest years.

Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word recognition (see 
‘tricky words’), book skills and a love and enjoyment of reading.



The Importance of Listening Skills
Phonics learning relies on children being able to hear and distinguish the 
sounds within words.

Children with poor listening and/or attention skills can struggle with phonics 
learning.

Listening skills begin at birth and there are lots of things that parents and carers 
can do to support these skills.

Children are also taught listening and attention skills during their early years 
education (age 0-5).

The first phase of formal phonics education (Phase 1) also focuses on key 
listening skills. Without these skills, children may struggle to master the next 
stage of their phonics learning.



Phase/Level One
Phase/Level 1 has seven aspects, with a focus on listening skills.

1: Environmental sounds

2: Instrumental sounds

3: Body percussion

4: Rhythm and rhyme

5: Alliteration

6: Voice sounds

7: Oral blending and segmenting



What Are the 7 Aspects of Phase/Level 1?



Phase Two
In Phase 2, children begin to learn some letter sounds and to match them to 

graphemes.

Most of the first sounds are single-letter sounds but there are also several 
digraphs, where one sound is represented by two letters, e.g. ‘ck’, ‘ll’, ‘ss’.

Children also begin to blend the sounds to make words. By the end of Phase 2, 
children will be able to read some ‘vowel-consonant’ (vc) and ‘consonant-

vowel-consonant’ (cvc) words, e.g. up, in, cat, pin.

Five sets of letters are introduced – one set per week.

Children will also learn to read the ‘tricky’ words the, to, go, I, no, which cannot 
be read phonetically.



Phase/Level 2 Actions and Mnemonics



Phase Three
Phase 3 usually lasts around 12 weeks. Children are taught another 25 
graphemes.

The final single-letter sounds are taught, together with more consonant 
digraphs (e.g. zz, qu) and several vowel digraphs (e.g. ai, ee, igh).

Children also continue to learn how to blend and segment CVC words using the 
new sounds, e.g. tail, sheet, night – note that these words still only have three 
sounds.

Children will then move on to blending and segmenting two-syllable words such 
as cooker, eating, broken.

Tricky words also continue to be taught.



Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics



Phase Four
By Phase 4, children are able to represent each of 42 phonemes with a 
grapheme. Children will be able to read CVC words and begin to segment them 
to spell them.

Phase 4 is consolidation of children’s knowledge. Children also move on to 
blending and segmenting using adjacent consonants, e.g. st, sp, tr, br, spr, str in 
words such as string, blow, train.

Phonics teaching continues to be regular and structured and children play 
games to consolidate their learning.



Tricky Words



Teaching Phonics in School 
Children are taught reading and spelling daily throughout the week, and each 
session will follow a structured format.

The activities used to teach will vary and can be adapted. They are multisensory 
and appeal to different learning styles. They involve games and individual and 
group activities as well as teacher-led sessions.

Teachers will assess children’s understanding throughout each session and will 
also assess knowledge of sounds to see whether a child is ready to move on to 
the next phase.



Reading Books
• We change your child’s book once a week on their designated 

reading day. Your child will be heard read on this day. However, 
adults may read with your child on other days so please can 
reading books and diaries be in school every day. 

• Your child’s book band colour will match their phonic ability. 
Teaching staff are continually assessing children’s progress in 
phonics. 

• We may send home additional flashcards/games for your child to 
try at home alongside reading books. 

• Please do continue to read a wide variety of books at home. We 
love to hear about other stories your have shared at home 
together! 



Maths



How we teach maths.

• We are trialling a new scheme this year called 
‘Mastering Number’. This is from the NCETM 
(The National Centre for Excellence in the 
Teaching of Mathematics.) 

• This programme concentrates on four key 
mathematical concepts: 

- Subitising 
- Counting
- Composition of numbers 
- Comparison 



Subitising is the ability to instantly recall the 
number of objects or images without needing 
to count them individually and it is an important 
skill for young children to practice and develop.



There are two meanings of counting in early 
childhood maths. Saying the number names in 
order is one way, like counting to ten when you 
are playing hide and seek. The other way is 
counting how many objects there are.



Understanding that one number can 
be made up from (composed from) 
two or more smaller numbers.



Comparison of number



Any Questions? 


